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WHALE TALES 



WHALE TAILS 



FROM LAND TO SEA 



FROM LAND TO SEA 

• LITTLE HAIR & STREAMLINED 

• MODIFIED AND VEGTIGIAL LIMBS 

• TAIL = FLUKES 

• LACK SWEAT AND SCENT GLANDS 

• WARM BLOODED w/BLUBBER 

HIGHLY SPECIALIZED  

AQUATIC MAMMAL 

• LACK EAR FLAPS AND MODIFIED NOSTRILS 

• ELONGATED UPPER AND LOWER JAWS 

• PRODUCE MILK AND GIVE LIVE BIRTH 

• RETAINED LUNGS 

 



FROM LAND TO SEA 

CETACEA 

ODONTOCETI 

(Toothed Whales) 

 

MYSTICETI 

(Baleen Whales) 

ZIPHIIDAE – BEAKED WHALES 

PHYSETERIDAE - SPERM WHALES 

KOGIIDAE – PIGMY SPERM WHALES 

MONODONTIDAE – BELUGAS & NARWHALS 

DELPHINIDAE – DOLPHINS & PORPOISES 

 

74 SPECIES TOTAL 

 

ESCHRICHTIIDAE – GRAY WHALES 

BALAENOPTERIDAE – RORQUAL WHALES 

BALAENIDAE – RIGHT & BOWHEAD 

 

10 SPECIES TOTAL 
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FROM LAND TO SEA 

ESCHRICHTIIDAE – GRAY WHALES 

BALAENOPTERIDAE – RORQUAL WHALES 

BALAENIDAE – RIGHT & BOWHEAD 

 

NO DORSAL FIN 
SMALLER BALEEN 

THROAT GROOVES 
1 SPECIES 



FROM LAND TO SEA 

ESCHRICHTIIDAE – GRAY WHALES 

BALAENOPTERIDAE – RORQUAL WHALES 

BALAENIDAE – RIGHT & BOWHEAD 

 

MANY SPECIES: BLUE, FIN, SEI,  

HUMPBACK, MINKE, ECT 

GROOVED THROAT 

LARGE AND FAST! 

LITTLE FIN SMALLER BALEEN 



FROM LAND TO SEA 

ESCHRICHTIIDAE – GRAY WHALES 

BALAENOPTERIDAE – RORQUAL WHALES 

BALAENIDAE – RIGHT & BOWHEAD 

 

LARGE BALEEN 

NO POUCH* 

3 SPECIES: RIGHT,  

PYGMY RIGHT, BOWHEAD  

NO DORSAL FIN* 

*PYGMY RIGHT WHALE 



CALIFORNIA WHALES 

FREQUENT FINNERS 

 

BLUE 

SEI  

FIN 

 

GRAY 

 

HUMPBACK 

MINKE 

ORCAS 

 

DOLPHINS 



GRAY WHALES 

Pacific Gray Whale 
E S C H R I C H T I U S  R O B U S T U S 

Lifespan: 20-40 years 



DISTRIBUTION & MIGRATIONS 
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DISTRIBUTION & MIGRATIONS 
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DISTRIBUTION & MIGRATIONS 

3 

4 



DISTRIBUTION & MIGRATIONS 
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DISTRIBUTION & MIGRATIONS 
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HABITAT & DIVING 



FEEDING & HUNTING 

NOT ACTUAL SIZE 



FEEDING & HUNTING 



FEEDING & HUNTING 



FEEDING & HUNTING 



FEEDING & HUNTING 



MATING & REPRODUCTION 



SENSES & COMMUNICATION 



THREATS & CONSERVATION 



THREATS & CONSERVATION 



THREATS & CONSERVATION 

“To hunt a species to extinction is not logical.” 
 

 
-Mr. Spock, Star Trek IV: The Voyage Home  



THREATS & CONSERVATION 



THREATS & CONSERVATION 

SICK AND INJURED:  

SEA WORLD 

1-800-541-7325 
 

DEAD: NATIONAL MARINE 

FISHERIES SERVICES 

1-858-546-7162 



WHALE WATCHING 101 

VANTAGE POINTS 

 

POINT ST GEORGE 

TRINIDAD HEAD 

MENDOCINO CO. 

SONOMA CO. 

POINT REYES 

S. SAN MATEO 

MONTEREY 

POINT PINOS 

POINT SUR 

POINT LOMA 



WHALE WATCHING 101 



WHALE WATCHING 101 



MAKE YOUR OWN 



MAKE YOUR OWN 



MAKE YOUR OWN 



Contact 

Alex Warneke 

Cabrillo National Monument 

National Park Service 

 

Email:  

 
alexandria_warneke@nps.gov 


